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Category: Buying Tires

Subcategory: Buying Tires
Tip: Finding Tires Online

If you have particular needs, finding tires online may be a good bet. A quick Google
search will turn up hundreds of sources for regular, custom and even racing tires. When
it comes to buying tires, there are even Internet forums that offer a wealth of
information. Do a keyword search on the phrase "tire buying forums".; You will discover
links to sites that cater to both racing fans and the typical car owner. The best part of
buying tires online is the wealth of information you can find; advice on how to spot tread
wear, what kinds of tires are best for your vehicle based on speed and load ratings, and
even more technical information for the person who 'just needs to know.' After you've
found some good places online to compare prices, be sure to check your owner's
manual for tire recommendations. Don't purchase tires that are rated lower than your
manual's recommendation. Shopping online has its benefits - most importantly, the ease
of shopping any time of the day, any day of week.

One of the benefits to buying buying tires online is the unlimited amount of tire
resources available at your fingertips. Be sure to look at the Frequently Asked
Questions section for helpful tire care information and customer reviews before
purchasing your tires online.

Tip: How Useful is the Treadwear Grade?

When looking at new tires, you'll notice a stamp on the tire that gives a "treadwear"
grade. This grade will read 150, 300, 500 or higher. The numbers are simple to read--if
a 300 grade tire wears at at 100,000 miles, a 500 grade tire should wear out at a higher
mileage. When you go to buy tires, don't forget that these ratings are only accurate on
tires of the same brand. The reason? A tire graded at 500 made by Company X has
different testing standards than Company Y. A "500" from Company X may mean
something quite different on Company Y's testing ground. If you buy tires from the same
manufacturer every time, the treadwear grade isn't much of a mystery. If you are finding
tires from a different manufacturer, do some research and get the skinny on how those
tires perform at the different ratings. You can use that as your baseline when trying to
figure out what grade tires your vehicle needs.

Tip: Things to Remember When You Order Tires

If you aren't sure what kind of tires are best for you, don't worry--when it is time to order
tires, there are just a few simple things to keep in mind. First, take stock of your every



day driving conditions. Do you live in a city like San Antonio, Texas, where there is a
great deal of highway and interstate driving? Ask your tire Dealer which tires give the
smoothest and most quiet ride for the money. If you live in an area such as Colorado or
Montana, where mountain ranges factor in to the drive, ask for recommendations on
tires that have excellent traction ratings. If the longevity of your tires is the most
important aspect, ask your Dealer for advice on which tires give the most mileage for
your money. Of course, opinions vary. Many people feel that high mileage tires aren't as
useful as those designed for excellent traction on slippery roads. Others want to order
tires that will give maximum mileage. It all depends on your conditions, traffic, and
weather concerns.

When ordering tires online, make sure to check the warranty rules. While accidents can
occur, not everything is covered in a warranty. When you order tires, be sure to find out
what is covered in the warranty in the event of a flat or faulty tire.
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Tip: Custom Tires, SUVs and "On-Roading"

There are thousands of auto tires to choose from, so how does the driver of a custom
car, SUV, or up market vehicle know where to begin? SUV tires are probably one of the
most common dilemmas, easily solved once you define your relationship with the
vehicle. If you use your SUV strictly for conventional driving, a good all-season SUV tire
is for you. Some reports say only 5 percent of SUV owners will take their vehicles off
road. If you're one of the 5 percent, an all-terrain is your best bet. On the highway, these
tires are reported as a rougher ride than ‘on-road only' types, but a good off-roader
knows the value of the extra-rugged capability of the all-terrain model. Which brand tire
to choose? A great place to start is www.consumersearch.com, which offers reviews of
many SUV tire makes and models, everything from the all-terrain versions to the
‘on-road’' models. These kinds of websites are especially valuable to the first-time SUV
owner in need of some good advice when it comes to deciding on a particular brand of
tire.

Tip: Replacing Tires With Discount Truck Tires

Truck and SUV owners have a much larger bill to deal with when it comes to replacing
those truck tires and SUV tires. "Tire sticker shock" for new truck and SUV owners is
common, and many are tempted to get the SUV version of car discount tires. This may
serve your immediate needs and save a bit of money, but many owners are convinced
to shell out the extra money for premium tires once the math is done. Economy tires last
about half as long as their premium counterparts. If you would rather spend a larger



sum now to avoid another expenditure sooner, premium truck tires or SUV tires are
definitely the way to go. In many cases economy tires have a treadwear warranty of
about 40 thousand miles, where premiums are guaranteed for around 80 thousand

miles.

Tip: What is So Important About Inflation Pressure on My Truck Tires?

Even those who drive custom trucks with special truck tires are tempted to do a bit of
hauling from time to time; a friend moves to a new home, or you need to do some work
on the old garage. Whatever your reasons, you need to load up the bed of the truck and
get from point A to point B. This is where the truck tire load capacity rating becomes
important. If you wind up carrying a load that exceeds your truck tire's capacity, the tires
build up too much heat during the drive. This is dangerous and can lead to what
industry pros call "tire failure." A blowout on the highway with a heavy load is not what
you want. Be sure you know the load capacity on your truck tires and stay within the
rated limits.

Maintain the manufacturer's recommended inflation for your truck tire. Check the
manufacturer's guidelines and review your truck's tire specifics. Underinflation is the
most common cause of tire failure.
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Tip: All-Season Performance Tires

There are divided opinions on all-season sport performance tires. Some would rather
avoid the extra time needed to re-outfit their vehicles with seasonal performance tires;
others prefer the additional benefits of those seasonal designs. The advantages to the
all-season performance tire? Special designs allow good control, quiet rides, and
anti-hydroplaning features. Some types offer better cornering, while others offer
improved treadwear and good snow/slush handling. That being said, all-weather tires
are often rated lower because they must perform "in the middle" for all seasons. The
designs prevent the all-season tires from excelling in one season or another. Some
prefer seasonal high-performance tires because of the better handling in specific
seasonal conditions. People who don't mind changing their performance tires when the
weather changes get much better results with designs that are keyed to specific wet or
dry conditions. Whichever you choose, it's good to have an understanding of the
trade-off you make for convenience or handling.



When the seasons change, so should your tires. Consider a winter performance tire.
Many wet-weather accidents result from skidding on bald or nearly bald tires.

Tip: Book Resources for High Performance Tires

Did you know there are book resources for your high performance tire and sport
performance tire needs? A quick check of Amazon.com reveals many related titles
including Paul Haney's "Racing & High Performance Tire: Using Tires to Tune for Grip
and Balance." With Amazon you can also find articles and digital documents on related
topics, including the Rubber World article "Effects of Aspect Ratio on Tire Performance."
If you are serious about sport performance tires, you may find these books and articles
very helpful in the quest to get the best value for your money.

Tip: High Performance Tires for the Street

For regular street driving there are several categories of high performance tire; high
performance and ultra high performance are two of these. What's the difference? The
high performance tire offers much better traction. This can give you a big safety edge
when it comes to what some drivers call "emergency handling." The ultra high
performance tire is another step above--so far up that some believe the average driver
shouldn't spend the money because they will never need to fully utilize that kind of
performance on the street. Also, some drivers warn of low treadlife associated with
some ultra high performance tires on non-racing vehicles. If you are still unsure whether
to pay for a high performance tire you should consider the "touring tire," which is geared
for a more average type use on the open road.

Tip: Performance Tires and Appeal

There is an ever-increasing line of high-performance tires that cater to drivers who want
flashy looks as well as excellent traction and handling. Some come in a variety of
colors; red, blue, yellow as well as the standard black. The market for
sport-performance tires and high-performance tires continues to grow, and with
manufacturers becoming more responsive to this market, you'll find a larger range of
styles and looks to choose from. Performance driving is getting more and more stylish;
the flash is catching up to the quality. You should read road test reviews of the latest
high-performance tires and make an informed decision before you buy.

Tip: Performance Tires and Appeal

Performance tires have a natural appeal to them, but it's important that you have the
right performance tire for your automobile. Consult with your local tire retailer to discuss
your driving habits and the specific requirements of your vehicle as pertains to speed
rating and sizing to get the best fit.
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Tip: All-Terrain Tires-The Age Factor

The amount of mileage on your all-terrain tires may be low, but do you know their
lifespan in terms of calendar years? Occasional or seasonal use of all-terrain, mud tires,
snow tires and the like may result in low mileage, but those in the know understand that
tires are still affected by time, regardless of miles driven. Many experts say the average
lifespan of a tire is six years, but hot weather will speed up the aging process. Tires
become stiffer with age, which reduces traction and handling ability. You may not notice
this until you hit a patch of water and need that missing traction, but then it is too late.

Tip: All-Terrain Tires. Which Terrain?

There are many types of off-roading challenges; rocks, sand, mud and combination
terrain. Many all-terrain tires do quite well under these conditions, but some drivers are
quite suspect of mud-terrain tires for regular highway driving, especially in the rain.
All-terrain driving and highway driving are not complementary. Do your all-terrain tires
have a good or bad reputation on the city streets? If you aren't sure, check before you
buy. The experiences of others and product reviews can be invaluable in your search
for a happy medium between the road and the train, should you need one.

Not sure which all-terrain tires to buy? Read consumer reviews and also check with the
car manufacturer for their suggestions before purchasing all-terrain tires. Then check
out tire prices online for the best all-terrain tire advantage.

Tip: All-Wheel Drive and Four-Wheel Drive Tire Replacement

A mechanic is likely to advise you to replace your snow tires, all-weather tires or winter
tires all at once if you are a four-wheel drive owner. Four and all-wheel drive vehicles
can "pull" sideways in wet conditions if there is uneven traction. Your tires should be
evenly matched to prevent this kind of uneven traction. Sudden stops in wintertime are
often unavoidable, and you don't want to wind up in a ditch somewhere because of
imbalanced tire traction ratios due to mismatched winter tires.

Tip: Cleaning Snow Tires and Custom Wheels

Drivers who fuss over the appearance of their vehicles take great care with the tire
wheels, just as much as the tires themselves. Whether you are cleaning snow tires, that
replacement all terrain tire, or any other kind of wheel/tire combo, there are a few



pointers that can help. Tires and wheels have different cleaning needs, so it's not a
good idea to use the same brushes for both snow tires and tire wheels. Some cleaning
compounds made for tires can damage custom wheels-don't clean your chrome with
rubber cleaning compounds! Many custom car lovers would cringe at the idea of using a
conventional car wash to properly clean a vehicle. The soaps used are often less than
adequate. For wheels, there is an acid-free cleaning compound that takes more time,
but the results are wonderful. Those who don't have the time to invest in an acid-free
cleaner should not let an acid-based cleaning compound dry on the wheels as it can
damage the finish. Always give a good rinsing to the wheels after the cleaning is done.

Tip: Mud Tread Tire Trivia Part 1

Putting larger mud-terrain or all-terrain tires on an off-road vehicle often means you
have to 'lift" it to accommodate the larger size. Laws controlling lifts vary from state to
state-know the rules beforehand and avoid tickets! When a truck is lifted to
accommodate the larger size all-terrain tires, the center of gravity is affected. It is
important to get the hang of your vehicle's new handling limitations after the lift is
finished. In spite of the warnings, many off roaders drop the pressure in their
mud-terrain tires. When you lower the pressure, you also reduce your speed
performance. Proper inflation lets you drive faster off road!

Tip: Mud Tread Tire Trivia Part 2

Many people want bigger mud terrain tires for those "gumbo" situations off road. The
first thing you will need to learn before getting larger all terrain tires or mud terrain tires
is your fender clearance. This measurement covers both the parked clearance between
tire and fender, but also the vertical play when the vehicle is in motion. Undercarriage
clearance is important-know how your mud terrain tires or all terrain tires affect that
clearance! You don't want a hole in the oil pan caused by a rock that was a bit too tall.
Taller tires give additional space beneath the vehicle. How stable was that log you just
drove over? Did it slip at the last moment and scrape the undercarriage? Taller tires can
help to avoid contact with some objects. Wider tires may give less room underneath, but
they offer better traction. If you ride on sand and mud instead of logs and boulders,
better traction may be your preferred feature. The choice is a personal one, but knowing
your favorite terrain can go a long way towards picking the right type of tire.

Tip: The Importance of Matching Snow Tires

Mud and snow tires, snow tire chains and other traction devices give plenty of extra
handling and traction help in wet conditions, but it is very important to insure your snow
tires are matched properly. Use the same tires on each axle, or the same snow tires for
the entire vehicle. This will insure proper handling and traction. You should also never
mis-match snow tire chains on a vehicle. Mismatching can cause your vehicle to slip,



lose traction or otherwise improperly slow down on wet and icy pavement. Keep your
winter tires matched, and your winter driving conditions will be much easier to deal with.

While accidents do happen, there are ways to minimize the risks. Driving with four
matching snow tires can reduce your chance of a spin out when braking or cornering in
sSnow or on ice.

Tip: What is a Footprint?

A "footprint" refers to the tread pattern of an all-terrain tire. Offroading lovers debate the
importance of the footprint based on the on or off-road performance. When it comes to
traction in tricky situations, some drivers want that extra advantage, saying bigger is
better. Other drivers hate the louder highway noise generated by big-footprint all terrain
tires. They don't mind the trade off of a smaller footprint and a smoother and quieter ride
on the way to the trail. Better street handling means reduced performance off-road, but
these tires also have an appeal to those who only rarely drive off the street. The diehard
dirt devil may sacrifice a bit of comfort on the way to the trail-once there, the real fun
begins.
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Tip: Can | Do My Own Tire Maintenance?

Some are tempted to do their own tire maintenance or tire service in order to save
money. However, unless you are equipped to do a proper wheel balance job after you
replace or maintain your tires, tire maintenance is a job best left to the pros. Improper
wheel balancing and improper torquing of bolts can cause problems later on down the
road. Your tires are the hardest working part of your car, and the most vulnerable.
Punctures, improper bolt tightening, and poorly sealed flats can all become safety
hazards. Unless you have the proper tools, don't bother trying to be a do-it-yourselfer
when it comes to tire maintenance.

Taking care of your car means more than an oil change. Taking care of your tires is
essential to safe driving. Do you have questions about proper tire maintenance? Check
out your owner's manual or visit a tire Retailer that specializes in your type of car.

Tip: How To Check For Tire Damage

Tires wear out in different ways, and often the patterns are a good indicator that it's time






